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COMPENDIUM OE GEOGRAPHY AND TFcAVEL

mean elevation is little more than 1500 feet above the
sea. The upland tract between Jesireh and Mardin is a
stony waste, offering a scanty pasturage to the flocks and
herds of the nomads in winter and spring. But the
plains stretching farther west towards Urfa and Harran,
and southwards to the low Sinjar hills, are well watered
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and very productive. These Sinjar hills form an isolated
ridge, 7 miles wide and 40 miles long, midway between
the Tigris and Euphrates, about the parallel of Mosul.
Farther south the land is nowhere more than 600 feet
above sea-level. It may be regarded as a northern
extension of the Persian Gulf, which at one time probably
reached to within 80 miles of the Mediterranean, but
wliich has been gradually filled in by the alluvia of the